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Eighth grader Nicole Vignola is a student at St. Francis School in Ridgefield Park.
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Sister Patricia Meidhof is principal at St. Francis of Assisi School in Ridgefield Park.
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Jane Hrbek is a Kindergarten teacher at St. Francis of Assisi School in Ridgefield Park.
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Justin Manaut is a sixth grader at St. Francis School in Ridgefield Park
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Banner year

The St. Francis School third grade basketball team finished with a stellar 20-1 record en route to
the division championship. Among the team’s accomplishments was capturing the first place
prize at the President’s Week Tournament in Leonia. The Friars not only won that title, but they
had to defeat teams that were comprised of fourth graders. Head coach was Teresa Caraccio.
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AT ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI SCHOOL
Applications now accepted; Spanish now offered

St. Francis School is accepting
applications for the 2006-07 school
year.

Classes in Kindergarten Readi-
ness through eighth grade are
offered. Special classes in comput-
er, music, physical education and
art are offered to students in all
grades.

The Kindergarten Readiness
program has full and hall-day ses-
sions. Aller school care is available

until 6 pm.
Formore information regarding
grams and [ees, call the school
olfice at (201) 641-9159.

The school is located at 110
Mount Vernon St.

St. Francis School is now offer-
ing Spanish classes for grades four
through eight. Fourth and fifth
grade will be beginners’ course
covering the basic history of Span-
ish  countries, pronunciation,

spelling, alphabets, colors and
numbers. They will be also taught
basic conversational skills.

Sixth, seventh and eighth grade
will be preparing for Spanish in
High School. They will be taught
advanced grammar and vocabu-
lary.
All will be exposed to cultural
foods, customs and music from
Spanish countries.
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ST. FRANCIS SCHOOL

Registration continues
for 2006-07 school year

The St. Francis of Assisi School
is now holding open registration
for Kindergarten through grade
seven.

Established in 1915, the school
seeks (o educate students in a
Christian ~ environment  while
simultaneously meeting all of the
requirements of the New Jersey
core curriculum. At a time when
people have heard of the closings
of some parochial schools in the
region, the St. Francis School is an
example of a thriving and flourish-
ing Catholic school and communi-

ty.

At St. Francis, both the academ-
ic and emotional needs of each stu-
dent are met. The students are

taught respect for themselves, fam-
ily and other authority, while they
are encouraged to develop their
academic and spiritual potential.

The academic curriculum meets
all of the state’s core curriculum
while also offering specialized
lessons in art, computers, physical
education and the Spanish lan-
guage (for grade four to eight). The
music program includes instruc-
tion at all grade levels in both
instrumentation and theory.

The school has facilities to sup-
portits curriculum and the cultur-
al development of students with an
up-to-date computer room, a new-
ly-installed science lab, music
room equipped with piano and

keyboards and a modern gymnasi-
um.

A successful capital campaign
saw a large percentage of the mon-
ey that was raised earmarked
specifically for updates and school
improvements.

A Kindergarten Readiness pro-
gram for 4-year-olds offers both
hall and full day sessions. The
school offers before and alter
school care programs, with the
after care program running until 6
pm.

For more information or to
arrange a tour of the school, call
the school office at (201) 641-
9159.
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Angelina Hoyos is a fourth grader at St. Francis of Assisi School in Ridgefield Park.
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Kinderearten student Veronica DeGloria. 6, is a Rideefield Park resident.
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Elise Amico is an eighth grader at St. Francis of Assisi School in Ridgefield Park.
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Daniel May is a seventh-grade student at St. Francis School in Ridgefield Park.
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Fourth grader Stefanie Hrbek is a resident of Ridgefield Park.
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Eleven-year-old Ashlyn Acosta is a resident of Ridgefield Park.
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Antonio Tedesco, 6, is a Kindergarten student and resident of Ridgefield Park.
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Ridgefield Park resident Brian Acosta will be a third grader at St. Francis School this fall.
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Trentino Melone will be a fourth grader at St. Francis School next month.
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ST. FRANCIS SCHOOL

Students’ art gallery captivates visitors
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Many art projects combined
themes taken directly from the aca-
demic work the students did in
their classrooms. First-graders,
who spent time reading the “Mag-
ic Tree House” book series during
the year, created their very own
magic tree houses using markers,
crayons, and colored pencils. Sim-
ilarly, fifth-graders created their
own postage stamps emulating
Australia, which annually issues
stamps designed by its citizens.

Students in all grades also study
art history in the curriculum, learn-
ing about different art periods and
imitating the styles of some of his-
tory’s most accomplished artists.
Fourth-graders  studied Paul
Cezanne and then, using only
charcoal on paper, created still life
vase pictures in his style. The
fourth-graders created Monet-style
watercolor paintings of a meadow,
using the bright colors and brush
strokes favored by Monet.
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The following was provided
by St. Francis of Assisi School.

The gymnasium of St. Francis of
Assisi School was recently trans-
formed into a gallery that show-
cased hundreds of works of art cre-
ated this past year by students of
the school.

Under the guidance of the
school’s art teacher, Sally Zeuner,
the week-long art show highlight-
ed just a portion of the diverse art-
work created this year by students
in the innovative art program.

All students at the school
receive personalized instruction in
a wide range of art mediums, all of
which were on display at the
recent art show. For example,
Kindergarten students utilized
multiple mediums in the projects
showcased. To create imaginary
elephants with large trunks, the
Kindergarteners used a combina-
tion of tempra paints, foam,
crimped paper, and colored mark-
ers, even attaching real peanuts to
the parade of purple, red, pink,
orange, and blue elephants.

Second-graders created colorful
under the sea pictures utilizing
markers, crayons, colored pencils
and real seashells. Older students
used mediums such as paper
mache, watercolors, oil pastels,
and charcoal to create works of art
as diverse as garden scenes, danc-
ing collages, lotus blossoms, bowls
of fruit and symmetry portraits.
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lourth-graders created Monet-style
watercolor paintings of a meadow,
using the bright colors and brush
strokes favored by Monet.

Cultural celebrations also made
their way into the students’ art-
work. Using paper mache and tem-
pra paint, sixth-graders created
Mexican hats and maracas to cele-
brate that country’s culture and
heritage. Students also combined
tempra paint and oil pastels to
make pictures utilizing Japanese
printmaking techniques. Seventh-
graders created varnish tissue
paper scenes in the tradition of
Mexican paper cutting or “papel
picado”
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Power walk

The students, parents faculty
and staff of St. Francis of
Assisi School last month par-
ticipated in the school's 16th
Annual “Walk for Education.”
All participants walked 20
laps around the school's prop-
erty. The PreK4 students and
the Kindergartners completed
their laps by walking around
the rectory. The event raised
approximately $6,000 for the
school.
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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH

Annual feast set

for Sept.

St. Francis of Assisi Church will
celebrate its 33rd Annual Feast
Sept. 8 to 10 at the church located
at 114 Mount Vernon St.

The feast will feature outdoor
activities including rides, games, a
food pavilion, karaoke, and a
Super 50/50. The feast will also
feature a giant indoor white ele-
phant, where attendees can pur-
chase slightly used and new items.
The white elephant, along with
baked goods and a plant sale, will
be located in the parish hall.

8 to 10

In addition to all the activities,
the church will offer Ride Bracelet
Day on Saturday, Sept. 9, 12:30 to
4:30 p.m. and on Sunday, Sept. 10,
2 to 6 p.m. The cost of the bracelet
is $15 and allows children access
to all rides for four hours on the
day the bracelet is purchased.

The hours of the feast are: Fri-
day, Sept. 8, 6:30 to 11 p.m.; Sat-
urday, Sept. 9, noon to 11 p.m. and
Sunday, Sept. 10, 1:30 to 9 p.m.

For more information, call 201-
641-6464.
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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

Church will celebrate
annual feast Sept. 8

BY VALERIE PATRUNO
Staff Writer

St. Francis of Assisi Church will
celebrate its 33rd Annual Feast
from Sept. 8 to 10. The least will
be held at the church, 114 Mt Ver-
non St.

The event, which is a fundrais-
er lor the parish, will feature an
assortment of outdoor activities.
Rides, games, a food pavilion,
karaoke and a super 50/50 will be
available. There will also be a
Giant Indoor White Elephant,

where attendees can purchased
new and lightly used items. Along
with the baked goods and plant
sale, the White Elephant will take
place in the newly air-conditioned
parish hall.

“The annual [east is a great way
for people to get together and
have some fun. Alfter 33 years, we
feel that the St. Francis Feast pro-
vides a great family atmosphere
and value. It's amazing how the
community gets behind this
event” said Rev. Eugene Field.

‘The Church will also offer Ride

Bracelet Day on Sept. 9, from
1:30 t0 5:30 p.m. and on Sept. 10,
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m Attendees
can purchase a bracelet for $15
gives children access (o all rides
on the day the bracelet is pur-
chased.

Inaddition to these activities, a
wine lasting is set for Saturday,
Sept. 9 from 6 to 9 p.m

E-mail:
patruno@northjersey.com
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Fun times!

St. Francis Assisi Church recently held its annual bazaar.
above, two friends take a spin on the teacup ride. At right, Ser-
gio Santelli and his family eagerly watch to see if his dart
made the bulls’ eye.
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St. Francis of Assisi Church recently held a Blessing of the Animals.
event. At left, Rev. Peter Aquino blesses animals. Above, the Schreibers
(Robyn, Cara and Eric) hold their quinea pigs, Cookies and Crearn.
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St. Francis
Halloween Parade
is Oct. 31

St. Francis of Assisi School will
hold its annual Halloween Parade
at 10 a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 31.

The parade has been an annual

tradition at the school for more
than two decades. Weather per-
mitting, the entire student body
will participate in the parade,
which includes the students
marching around the school
grounds class by class.

The event is free and open to all
village residents. The school is
located at 110 Mount Vernon St.
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St. Francis Church to host parish mission

St. Francis of Assisi Parish in
Ridgefield Park is holding a parish
mission Dec. 11, 12, and 13. the
Rev. Bruce Nieli, C.S.P,, will first
speak at all the parish weekend
masses.

“The Parish Mission is equiva-
lent to a spiritual tune-up,’ said St.
Francis of Assisi Parish Pastor Rev.
Eugene Field. “Every now and
then we need something that gives
us an insight to the work of God
and how we can live the message

of Jesus in our daily lives”

Monday, Dec. 11 at 7:30 p.m.,
the Rev. Nieli will focus on,
“Responding to the Holy Spirit in
the Soul”

Tuesday, Dec. 12 at 7:30 p.m.,
the focus will be on, “Responding
to the Holy Spirit in the Church”

Wednesday, Dec. 13 at 7:30
p.m., the Rev. Nieli will focus on,
“Responding to the Holy Spirit in
the World”
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Melanie Hrbek is a resident of Ridgefield Park.
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Katherine “Katie” Fafara is a Ridgefield Park resident.
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Ridgefield Park’s Dante DeLaPava will be a second grader in the fall.
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< St. Francis School sixth grader and Ridgefield Park resident Mary Hannouc




image4.jpeg
St. Francis accepts
applications for
‘06-07 school year

St. Francis School is accepting
applications for the 2006-07 school
year.

Classes in Kindergarten Readi-
ness through eighth grade are
offered. Special classes in comput-
er, music, physical education and
art are offered to students in all
grades.

The Kindergarten Readiness
program has full and half-day ses-
sions. After school care is available
until 6 p.m.

For more information regarding
programs and fees, call the school
office at (201) 641-9159.

The school is located at 110
Mount Vernon St.




