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Friars high!

The St. Francis of Assisi School girls’ basketball team has enjoyed a tremendous year, record-
ing its first winning season in five years.
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School registration now open

St. Francis of Assisi School of
Ridgefield Park is now holding
open registration for the 2007-08
school year. St. Francis is a thriving
Catholic school serving K-4
preschoolers through eighth grade.

The school is comprised of two
large building housing 18 class-
rooms, a large computer room and
library, a ggmnasium/auditorium,
a lower auditorium, a science lab
and Our Lady’s Chapel. Students
are taught all State-mandated sub-
jects and are also given additional
instruction in music, computer lit-
eracy, art and physical education.
Students in fourth through eighth
grade are also offered instruction
in Spanish.

The school offers either half or

full day pre-Kindergarten classes
for 4-year-olds and also has a
before and after school program
available to students who require
such services. Tours of the school
are available upon request.

Established in 1915, the school
is intended to offer a systematic
and sequential learning program
that meets the academic and emo-
tional needs of each student. In the
Christian environment, each child
is encouraged to develop natural
and spiritual potential while study-
ing an academically rich curricu-
lum.

For more information or a reg-
istration packet, call Donna
LaTour at 201-641-9159.

St. Francis opens ‘Treasure Island’

The St. Francis of Assisi Home
School Association will hold a
Treasure Island Night from 8 to 11
p.m. Saturday, April 21 in the
Parish Hall.

The evening will include
dessert, music by a professional DJ,
dancing, and prizes, among other
activities.

Each entrance ticket is $25,
which includes one key to attempt
to unlock a prize-filled treasure
chest. Additional treasure chest
keys will be available for purchase
on the night of the event. Groups
of 10 or more may reserve tables in
advance.

All proceeds from ticket sales
help the school’s parent participa-
tion group provide St. Francis stu-

dents with a quality education.

The event will also hold the 10
p.m. drawing of the “Golden
Opportunity 50/50 Raffle” Only
200 chances will be sold, and the
price per chance is $100. Based on
the number of chances sold, the
first place winner could receive up
to $7500.

There will also be five guaran-
teed second place winners who
could win up to $500 each. Win-
ners need not be present at the
actual drawing.

Tickets to the even or 50/50
chances can be purchased after
Sunday masses at St. Francis of
Assisi Church or by contacting Ed
Rochette at 201-440-4954.
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Flying Friars

The Ridgefield Park-based St. Francis of Assisi third and
fourth grade basketball team finished the 2006-07 campaign
with an undefeated 21-0 record en route to the division cham-
pionship. On Family Basketball Night, the team was awarded a
banner that will hang in the gymnasium.
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St. Francis will hold annual Mother's Day plant sale

The Home School Association
at St. Francis of Assisi in Ridgefield
Park will hold its annual Mother’s
Day plant sale from May 9 to 12.
All proceeds from the sale will
benefit St. Francis ol Assisi
School’s children.

The sale is intended to give all

area residents the opportunity to
obtain quality plants for the home
or for Mother's Day. The sale will
include annuals, perennials, veg-
etable plants, hanging baskets,
assorted flats, bowls and planters.

The sale will take place in the
school carport at the follows times:

9am. to2 p.m. Wednesday to Fri-
day; 9:30 am. to 6:30 p.m. on Sat-
urday. The event is held rain or
shine.

For more information, call Jean-
nine 201-638-4749.
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St. Francis
to celebrate
34th Annual Feast

St. Francis of Assisi Church will
celebrate its 34th Annual Feast
from Sept. 28 to 30 on the grounds
of the church, located at 114
Mount Vernon St. in Ridgefield
Park.

This year’s feast will feature a
variety of outdoor activities that
include rides, games, a food pavil-
ion, karaoke and a super
50/50. The feast will also feature a
Giant Indoor White Elephant,
where attendees can purchase
slightly used and new items. The
White Elephant, along with baked
goods, plant sale and other mer-
chandise will be located in the
newly air conditioned parish hall.

In addition to all the activities,
St. Francis of Assisi Church will
offer Ride Bracelet Day on Satur-
day, Sept. 29 from 12:30 to 4:30
p-m. and again on Sunday, Sept. 30
from 1 to 5 p.m. The cost of the
bracelet is $15 and allows children
access to all rides for four hours on
the day the bracelet is purchased.

The hours of the Feast are:

Sept. 28 from 6:30 to 11 p.m.

Sept. 29 from noon to 11 p.m.

Sept. 30 from12:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Call 201-641-6464.
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ST. FRANCIS HOME SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
Festival offers something for everyone

St. Francis Home School Asso-
ciation will hold its Fall Festival
from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Oct. 27. The rain date is
Sunday, Oct. 28 from 12:30 to
5:30 p.m. Admission is free.

The event is open to all county
residents.

The one-day outdoor event
offers something for everyone.
Adults will have the opportunity to

enjoy the Bake & Country
Shoppe, while children can par-
take in pony rides, moonwalk, arts
& crafts, pumpkin painting, face
painting, haunted houses and
games and prizes. Lunch, fresh-
baked goods, hot cider and other
goodies will be available.

All proceeds will benefit the
school.
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Night and
day

St. Francis of Assisi Church
last week hosted its annual
feast, attracted residents
from throughout Central
Bergen County. The event
featured various rides, food
and games. Here, residents
participate in some of the
various carnival-type games,
which provided all-day
entertainment.
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T. FRANCIS FESTIVAL

F1rst -ever event draws many

BY ROBIN DECICCO
Staff Writer

Families enjoyed the crisp
autumn weather Sunday by deco-
raling pumpkins, riding ponies,
and eating seasonal pies_and
doughnus at the firstever fall fes
ival sponsored by the St. Francis
of Assisi School
The_private_Catholic_school
located in the village was the cen
ter of attention last weekend, as
families from Ridgefield Park, Li
tle Ferry, Teaneck, Bogota, and
Bergenield attended the festival
‘Admission to the festival was
free, while all proceeds from the

costof rides and food benefited the
school

According o Jeannine Lavalle,
treasurer of the Home and School
Association and chairperson for
the event, he estival was thought
of and planned for the sole pur-
pose of raising funds fr the school

“Since St. Francis is a private
school, the only funding comes
from the student’ tuition and cer-
tain fundraisers throughout_ the
year. Many parents and | decided
o organize this event as a way for
parenis and their children o spend
(ime together, while contributing (o
the school Lavalle said.

Lavalle and approximately 12

other parents formed a commiltee
10 plan all of the activities that
helped to make Sunday a success-
ful day.

Children and their parents par-

ipated in pumpkin painting, spin
ant, and basketball games. A D]
filled the SC Francis parking lot
with music, as kids also sang and
danced to karaoke. Other activties
included arts and crafts, a photo
booth; pie throwing toss, and a
temporary tattoo parior, while the
‘most popular attraction of the day
for the older kids was the Hal-
Toween haunted house.

During game breaks, festival
goers snacked on chili, hamburg-

ers,pretzels, nachos, and popcorn
at the Harvest Café, and indulged
in homemade treats at the Bake
shop, where all baked goods were
donated by parents of SL. Francis
School.

The Chrysler Dealership in
“Tenally also helped raise money for
the school by bringing the “Drive
for Kids Program’” (0 the festival.
Chrysler delvered four cars to the
festival and each (ime someone
took the car for a test_drive,
Chrysler donated $5 to St. Francis.

E-mail: decicco@
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DONATIONS

St. Francis receives funds

St. Francis School in Ridgefield
Park benefited from the recent
Drive for the Kids program, held at
Tenafly Jeep. More than $650 was
raised during the drive.

During the schools Fall Festival,
Chrysler donated $50 to the Home
School Association to offset event
expenses and an additional $5 for

each test drive completed with a
product questionnaire.

“Drive for the Kids is a mutual-
ly beneficial program. We're
pleased to support our local
schools and enjoy demonstratinga
great product)’ said Michael Fati-
gali, sales manager at Tenally Jeep.

“Parents are genuinely interest-

ed in testing the minivans and are
happy to have our help raising
extra dollars for the school”

Fatigati returned to the school
and presented the check from
Chrysler Jeep to St. Francis Princi-
pal Sr. Patricia Meidhof and Pastor
Rev. Eugene Field.
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The St. Francis Friars third and fourth grade basketball team won first place at last month's
Christmas Tournament, held at St. Leo's School in EImwood Park. The team has won its last 28
games in a row.
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St. Francis students learn Latin dance

St. Francis School Spanish language program will hold Latin dance
lessons by the Battista Dance School of Hackensack. The class is intend-
ed for students in grades four to eight.

The lessons are offered from 10 a.m. to noon Friday, Feb. 16 in the St.
Francis School gym.

The school’s language program teaches Spanish to students in grades
four to eight.
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ST. FRANCIS SCHOOL NEWS

Students

partake

in reading project

Beginning last month, the stu-
dent body of St. Francis of Assisi
School in Ridgefield Park pledged
to participate in a schoolwide
Reading Challenge to promote lit-
eracy and learning. Students have
promised to read 1,500 books by
March 31.

If successful, all the students will
be treated to an afternoon of fun in
the school gymnasium, with music,
dancing, games, ice cream and
other activities. Participating stu-
dents will also be rewarded with a
pass that allows them to either for-
go their school uniform for the day
or take a night off from their

homework assignments.

The students will read books
appropriate to their reading level
as approved by their teachers and
will complete a one-page report
form on each book read. Parents
will also e involved in the chal-
lenge by monitoring the students’
home reading and signing each
book report when it is finished.

There is a bulletin board dedi-
cated to tracking the challenge’s
progress, and the totals will be
updated daily. The students’ book
reports will also be displayed for all
to read and enjoy.





