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‘I FEEL BLESSED"

Catholics reflect on papal visit
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“The obedience he was taking
about was the obedience of faith,’
he said. “It’s the obedience that
comes to listening to the word of
God in prayer, not simply obedi-
ence to an authority about rules
and regulations. It’s the deep-seat-
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BY MARK J. BONAMO
AND ROBIN DECICCO
Staff Writers

When Patrick Orth, a fourth
grader at Ridgefield Park’s St.
Francis of Assisi’s School, experi-
enced the Mass given by Pope
Benedict XVI at Yankee Stadium
firsthand, it made a strong impres-
sion on him.

“It was so cool to get to hear
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Bergen-based bishop
on Benedict XVI

Orth is not the only Bergen
County resident to get close to the
pope. The Most Reverend John
Flesey is an auxiliary bishop in the
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
Newark, serving as the regional
bishop for Bergen County since
2004. As part of the ecclesiastical
entourage surrounding the pope,
Flesey was nearer to the pope than
most.

“As a bishop, I was invited to
participate in all of the major local
events with the pope a little more
closely;” said Flesey, 65, who is also
the pastor of Most Blessed Sacra-
ment Church in Franklin Lakes.
“It was a tumultuous welcome, as
great as any one that his predeces-
sor Pope John Paul 11 had before
him?”

“The present pope has more of
a scholarly demeanor, while John
Paul II had a more outgoing
nature]” continued Flesey, who
also met the Polish-born pope,
who died in 2005. The German-
born Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger
succeeded him shortly thereafter,
taking the name Benedict XVI.
“But because of that, you could tell
that when the pope was reacting
positively to the people, he was
really thrilled. The crowd seemed
to react equally well to him”

Many American Catholics also
responded positively to comments
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ed encounter between God and I
in my heart that challenges me in
my thoughts, my behavior and my
actions”
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A view from the pew

Sister Patricia Meidhof, princi-
pal at St. Francis of Assisi, said that
the pope’s visit was one of the most
spiritual and wonderful times of
her career as a Catholic-based edu-
cator.

“I think it was wonderful that he
came. Before his visit, he was
known as a strict, non-welcoming
man, but it's now clear that he is
personable and appreciative of
everything the American people
did for him during his trip. He tru-
ly felt the love of the American
people;” Meidhof said.

Eighth graders Christian Bustil-
lo also thought that the pope’s vis-
it was purposeful in that it showed
the people of this country a differ-
ent side of him.

“I think we now have a better
understanding of who he is as a
person, not just who he is as the
pope;” Bustillo said.

Teachers of every class at St.
Francis taught their students in
kindergarten through eighth grade
about the papl visit as a form of
current-events. They also learned
to recite special prayers to com-
memorate the pope’s visit.

Many fourth graders shared
their reactions to the pope’s visit,
saying it made them feel “blessed
and special that he came to the
area”

Assistant ~ Pastor  Yunior
Almonte was granted a ticket to
hear the pope speak at Yankee Sta-
dium and said he was in “awe” to
be that close to him.

“Being near him gave me and
everyone around him a great sense
of hope and joy. He is the ‘Pope of
Hope! Sometimes, we loose hope
and after seeing him, our hope was
restored,” Almonte said.
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the pope made at the beginning of
his trip to the United States on the
sex abuse scandal involving mem-
bers of the priesthood and their
parishioners that erupted in 2002.

“No words of mine could
describe the pain and harm inflict-
ed by such abuse” said the pope
during his homily at an April 17
open-air mass in Washington, D.C.
“It is important that those who
have suffered be given loving pas-
toral attention”

The pope met with several vic-
tims of sexual abuse by priests from
the Boston area on the same day.

The pope’s comments and
actions were firmly seconded by
Flesey.

“Nothing he could ever say or
do can undo the past;” he said. “All
he can do is address it by saying
that we are aware of the damage it
caused and do everything possible
to prevent a recurrence of such
events. It think people felt a great
deal of trust in him because he
dealt so directly with the issue right
in the beginning”

The pope spoke directly about
many issues during his trip, includ-
ing immigration, human rights and
Catholic unity. On April 20 at Yan-
kee Stadium, he spoke about his
belief that American Catholics
need to accept “authority” and
work toward greater “obedience”
of faith. The pope admitted that
these words might represent a
“stumbling stone. .. especially in a
society which rightly places a high
value on personal freedom”

For Flesey, the pope’s words
represent ideas that have less to do
with adherence to a set of rules, but
respect for a higher authority.
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him give Mass in person. It was
really nice and exciting,” Orth said.

The first visit of Pope Benedict
to the New York/New Jersey
metropolitan area two weeks ago
gave Ridgefield Park’s Roman
Catholics an opportunity to get
close to their spiritual leader. The
pope’s trip also gave area Catholics
an opportunity to examine what it
means to follow their faith in the
context of a changing and chal-
lenged church.
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ST. FRANCIS SCHOOL

Art department receives national grant

The Art Department at St. Fran-
cis of Assisi School recently
received a grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities’
new “Picturing America Program.”

The new program is intended to
help students explore the history of
America through some of the
nation’s most important works of
art without ever having to leave
the classroom.

“The program is an asset to out
students, enabling them to have
access to some of the nation’s most

important works of art in their
own classroom;’ said Sally Zeuner,
St. Francis art teacher.

St. Francis is one of only 1,500
pilot schools in the country to be
selected as part of the program.
The grant, approximately $500,
consists of 20 double-sided color
reproductions of selected works.
The works — paintings, sculptures,
photographs and architecture —
are on display outside of the
school library and in the art room.
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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

Tiny donation means
big deal to food pantry

BY DAVE YOUNG
Correspondent

Can the purchase of just one
additional item really make a dif-
ference in the fight against hunger?
IGA shoppers who took a grocery
list from Terry McDonough and
Christine Smith earlier this month
proved that it does.

But those generous folks, who
purchased items from the list and
offered them to the Evening Mem-
bership Department of the Ridge-
field Park Women's Club volun-
teers, probably didn’t realize the
significance of their contributions.
Most would also be surprised at
the number of people involved in
the ongoing effort to keep the food
pantry at St. Francis well stocked.

Women's Club member Claire
Hill said that one of her organiza-
tion’s priorities is maintaining the
food stores at the pantry. The goal
is to have enough food to feed 50
families for two weels. This is nor-
mally accomplished through fund-
raising activities but this was the

first time lists were given to shop-
pers entering the supermarket.

Eight club members, including
Hill, took turns standing in pairs
for an hour at a time handing out
lists of suggested purchases. Shop-
pers who donated food usually
brought back more than just one
item.

“It went very well. People came
back with bags full of groceries
she said.

According to Hill, enough food
was collected during the 3 ? hour
drive to require three trips back
and forth to the rectory. She iden-
tified the other participating mem-
bers as Eileen Coyle, Susan Fos-
dick, Florence Hills, Wanda Politi
and Dolores Tomarchio.

What happens to all of the food
after it reaches the basement
pantry at the church? Colleen
Habick was happy to provide the
answer to that question.

Habick, a New Milford resident
who came to St. Francis several
years ago, said she found that the
church had rekindled her faith and

she wanted to find a way to help
the parish community. When the
pantry manager’s position opened
up in March 2007, Colleen stepped
up and took over responsibility to
run the operation. '

Habick said that every Monday
morning, a group of ladies attend
7:30 mass. Alterward, they get
together to pack bags of food and
sort them into color-coded routes
for delivery to the needy families.
Those recipients who are able to
do so will come to the church to
pick up their groceries. Habick said
that although the pantry’s goal is to
feed 50 families, the actual number
of bags packed every weel is prob-
ably closer to 60.

She said the food pantry at St.
Francis of Assisi Church will
accept donations of non-perish-
able items at any time. Anyone
wishing to drop off donations
should visit the church office on
Mt Vernon Street.

Canned goods such as soup,
vegetables, fish, meat and fruit are
accepted.
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Kindergarten registration continues this summer for 2008-2009 St. Francis school year

St Francis Schoal, located at
110 Mt Vemon St in Ridgefield
Park i holding regisration for the
200809 school year. Space

available fo Kindergarten Read:
ness through eighth grade. For
information or o schedle a tour
ofthe school, call 201.641-9159.

Kindergarten through Eighth
Grade

Regisration fee is $400 per
family, which covers bools, com
puter lassesand home and school
association s, Tuiion fees are
asfollows:

1 chid: $5700/year or 10
‘monthly payments of $370

3 chire: $4900aror 10
‘monihiy payments of $190
w3 chidren o more
6,100/year or 10 monthiy pay-
‘menis of $610

Kindergarten Readiness (4 year
olds)
Registration fee for both half

and ful-day sessions is $400 for - manthly payments of $110
students withoutsbings,or $100  Fllday sesion (8115 2. (0 2:30
for students with iblings Tuition pam)
fees e as folows: 8 Non sivings: $4300/year or
iy s (15 10 1115 10 monthlypament of 8150
m)  Shings: $1600/year or 10
' Non sblings: $5.000yearor  manthy payments o $160
10 monly paymentsof $500
'@ Siblings: $1,100/year or 10
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St. Francis Feast
begins Oct. 3

St. Francis of Assisi Church will
celebrate its 35th annual feat Oct.
3 to 5 on the church grounds at 114
Mount Vernon St.

The theme of this year’s feast is
“Blast from the Past” and will fea-
ture a variety of outdoor activities
that include rides, games, a food
pavilion, karaoke and a super
50/50. The event will also feature
an indoor White Elephant, where
attendees can purchase slightly
used and new items.

Ride Bracelet Days are offered
Saturday, Oct. 4 from 1 to 5 p.m,,
and Sunday, Oct. 5 from 1 to 5
p-m. The cost of the bracelet is $15
and gives children access to all
rides for four hours.

Feast hours are: Oct. 3, 6:30 to
11 p.m.; Oct. 4, noon to 11 p.m.;
Oct. 5,12:30 to 7 p.m.
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Giving to others

Students in Melody Schnetf's Spanish class at St. Francis
School celebrated the Mexican holiday, the Day of the Dead,
by donating food to the St. Francis food pantry.
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Father Gene is a resident of Ridgefield Park.
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TRYING TIMES

Pantries running on empty

BY ROBIN DECICCO
Sta Writer

‘The volatile markel is causing
problems for everyone, not just
Wall Street big shois, stockholders
and those entering retirement. Yet,
the media places lte attention o1
how the economic criis aflects
those who are constantly in need,
those who depend on the generos-
ity of the average person in order
o survive.

Recently, Americans — by no
fault of their own  haven' been
s0 generous. Due to the rising cost

of fuel and food, most are, in ane
form or another, scaling back,
‘meaning that even (hose earning
steady income are having difficulty
supporting their families, let alone
helping o support others.
According (o Bill Moyers' Front:
line show on PBS, as posted on
Center for Food Action's Web site,
“Milk prices have soared over the
past year by 26 percent,egas by 24
percent, bread by 13 pércent. Add
rising grocery prices {o the higher
costof gas and electricity, throw in
disappearing jobs and home fore
closures, and you can understand

why people are struggling to keep
food on the table. Our government
figures 28 million Americans will
be using food stamps this year —
the highest level since the program
began in the 19605

New Jersey Center for Food
Action Director Patricia Espy says
thatin the 21 years she has worked
in the field, the shelves at pantries
throughout the state have never
been as bare as they are now.

“The Center for Food Action,
with branches in Hackensack and
Englewood, provides emergency
food and utiity service to those in

need. Anyone who s able to pro
vide proof that he or she pays bills
in the form of rent or electriciy is
offered groceries o take home. The
‘number of people in one’s family
and the income level of the family’s
main provider determine how
much food each family receives.

Espy shares sories of the many
residents who made ends meet
‘months ago but now line up at her
food paniries to stock up on essen
fials,

“A man who used to buy gro-

SEE PANTRIES, PAGE 2
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pantries most need include:
canned mean, ham, beef stew,
cereal, canned fruit, juice, pasta,
sauce, rice, beans, peanut butter
and jelly.

To donate or to learn more
about local food pantries, visit
Center for Food Action’s Web site
at www.clanj.org.
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PANTRIES

FROM PAGE 1

ceries to donate to the pantry was
just here in need of food for him-
self. He asked me, ‘how can this
be; I was the one volunteering’
Espy says.

This is a common story in
Bergen County, an area that is
known for its wealthy residents
and multi-million dollar mansions.
Even in the ritziest towns, single
adults, senior citizens and families
are struggling to keep their heads
about waler.

“The number of people who
need food is going up tremendous-
ly. We never had close to this many
people who come (o the pantries,”
Espy says.

In the months of August and
September, the rate of senior citi-
zens needing food climbed to 41
percent, according to Espy, who
believes this number will continue
to climb based on the unstable
market.

In the past few weeks, seniors
and the working poor, the two
groups who most frequently visit
pantries, have been told by many
churches, temples and Center for

Food Action facilities that there
isn’'t enough food to go around.

Spokespersons from Church of
Epiphany, St. Francis of Assisi in
Ridgefield Park, St. Margaret’s in
Little Ferry and St. Joseph’s in
Bogota all say that if it were not for
the generosity of the parishioners
of each church, their pantries
would be bare.

“We're noticing that our dona-
tions are coming from our parish-
ioners. It is not a frequent occur-
rence for a person (o be driving by
and drop olf donations, and this is
because of financial constraints,”
Celeste Farrell, pastoral associate
of St. Francis, says.

Farrell provides groceries -
canned vegetables, beans, tuna,
peanut butler and jelly, pasta and
rice — to roughly 40 families every
two weeks. In addition to the
parishioners, community groups,
such as Girl Scouts and the Wom-
en’s Guild have supplied the
pantry with food.

Likewise, parishioners stock
the pantry at St. Joseph, says Pas-
toral Associate Mary Sause, who
is thankful to the parishioners
for helping to feed the ten new
families who need food, on top
of the 50 families they supply food

to each month.

St. Margaret’sin Little Ferry has
not been open for too long of a
time; thus the pantry is well
stocked.

According to Corrine Wehler,
food pantry committee member,
“This week were doing OK, but
next week, who knows. The
world’s financial crisis will eventu-
ally trickle down and affect those
who haven'’t been touched. Time
will only tell”

The Center for Food Action in
Hackensack is basically empty
having received little donations
since summer, says Jeanette Mar-
tinez, the site supervisor.

“We're very empty, and the eco-
nomic situation hasn’t helped. The
demand is high and the food isn't
here. We receive donations, but
not enough of what we need;” Mar-
tinez says.

People visiting Center for Food
Action facilities may only be served
six times a year, a number Espy
says the organization might have
to seriously consider increasing.

“Everyday we hear stories of
jobs lost and people cutting milk to
make it last; it's heartbreaking,”
Espy says.

The foods Espy and other
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High-flying Friars

The sixth grade St. Francis School Friars of Ridgefield Park last month took second place in
the St. Leo's Fall Classic Basketball Tournament in ElImwood Park. The team is pictured here.
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ST. FRANCIS SCHOOL

Registration for 2008-09
school year is underway

St. Francis School, located at
110 Mt. Vernon St. in Ridgefield
Park, is holding registration for the
2008-09 school year. Space is
available for Kindergarten Readi-
ness through eighth grade. For
information or to schedule a tour
of the school, call 201-641-9159.

Kindergarten through
Eighth Grade

Registration fee is $400 per fam-
ily, which covers books, computer
classes and home and school asso-
ciation dues. Tuition fees are as fol-

lows:

m 1 child: $3,700/year or 10
monthly payments of $370

w2 children: $4,900/year or 10
monthly payments of $490

m 3 children or more:
$6,100/year or 10 monthly pay-
ments of $610

Kindergarten Readiness
(4 year olds)

Registration fee for both hall
and full-day sessions is $400 for
students without siblings, or $100
for students with siblings. Tuition

fees are as follows:

Halfday session (8:15 to 11:15
am)

m Non siblings: $3,000/year or
10 monthly payments of $300

m Siblings: $1,100/year or 10
monthly payments of $110

Full day session (8:15 a.m. to 2:30

p-m.) m

m Non siblings: $4,300/year or
10 monthly payments of $430

m Siblings: $1,600/year or 10
monthly payments of $160
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Dancing with the stars

Students at St. Francis of Assisi School recently enjoyed a Spanish dance party. Led by teacher Melody Schnepf and dance
instructor Chris Crevatas, the students learned traditional dances and enjoyed Spanish food, which was supplied by Goya.
Here, the students participate in some of the dance exercises.
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Game show night
set for April 25

St. Francis School in Ridgefield
Park will hold its Game Show
Night beginning at 7:30 p.m. Fri-
day, April 25 in the St. Francis
Parish Hall. Attendees will have
the opportunity to win prizes by
competing in various game shows
throughout the evening.

Featured games will include the
“Not So Newlywed Game,” “The
Weakest Link,” and “Are You
Smarter Than a St. Francis Stu-
dent” Residents choosing to
remain out of the spotlight will
have other opportunities to win
prizes.

Tickets are $20, and all proceeds
from the event will benefit the edu-
cational programs at St. Francis
School. Coffee, tea and desserts
will be served at no cost. Groups of
10 or more may reserve tables in
advance, and attendees may bring
their own food and beverages.

For tickets or more information,
call Betty Piccone at 201-440-
2073.




